
[image: image1.emf]Establishment of Victims of Crime Office and a new  Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime   The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Mr. Dermot Ahern T.D.,  today met with 40 groups that are involved in providing support to victims  of crime.  The Minister wished to hear first hand the experience of the  groups on the ground and their concerns in relation to victims of crime.  The meeting also provided an opportunity for the Minister to outline to the  groups his Justice for Victims Initiative and  to assure the groups that this  legislative package was being progressed and is on course to be published  in the Spring of 2009.   The Minister also announced that the Victims of Crime Office, a new  Executive Office within his Department is now operational.  The Office will  have a key role in seeking to improve co - ordination and continuity of  services to victims of crime, both by NGOs and state agencies, throughout  the country and will have its own Director and dedicated staff.   A reconstituted Commission for t he Support of Victims   of Crime is a  further element in the Justice for Victims Initiative. The Minister said  "I  am pleased to announce that Mr Ray McAndrews will be taking up  office as the new Chairman of the Commission for the Support of  Victims of Crime.  The Commission has been instrumental in the  provision of funding for direct services to victims of crime, having  provided for the disbursement of over €3.3m to non  -   governmental organisations providing victim services".     The reconstituted Commission has  been tasked with the continuation of  this disbursal of funding to organisations that support victims of crime. It  will assist in the development of strategies and policies to support victims  of crime and in particular it will seek to improve cohesion and c onsistency  of service and information available to victims of crime.   I am pleased that Ms Nora Owen, Mr Sean Lowry and Mr Michael Whelan  have agreed to continue as members of the re - constituted Commission.    I  would like to extend my sincere thanks to the r etiring members of the  Commission Mr Jim McHugh, the previous Chairman and Ms Marian  Finucane who have worked with such dedication over the past three years  to provide information and support to the victims of crime."   Mr Greg Heylin, who was present at the  meeting, has been appointed as  the first Director to the Victims of Crime Office.    Mr Heylin has worked in a  range of posts in the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform and  other Government Departments and agencies.    Speaking following the  announ cement of his appointment, Mr. Heylin said "I look forward to  working with governmental and non - governmental agencies in developing  and implementing a strategy which will improve the supports available to  victims of crime. I hope that working together we c an ensure that victims  receive adequate assistance in the aftermath of crime".  


